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The Value of a Credible Witness
In all of our criminal investigations we value physical evidence and credible
witnesses to determine the facts and circumstances surrounding the events being
investigated. If the witnesses are not credible because they are unreliable, biased or
impeachable, our investigation may lead to the wrong conclusions and a miscarriage
of justice. The more credible witnesses we have the better. “One witness is not
enough to convict a man accused of any crime or offense he may have committed. A
matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”
(Deuteronomy 19:15 NIV)
1. Alleged Crime Committed:
“Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a
Sabbath. Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath’” (John 9:14 NIV)
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” (Exodus 20:8 KJV)
2. Investigation and Interrogation:
“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which
Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the
Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. ‘He put mud on my
eyes,’ the man replied, ‘and I washed, and now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees
said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.’ But others
asked, ‘How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?’ So they were divided. Finally
they turned again to the blind man, ‘What have you to say about him? It was
your eyes he opened.’ The man replied, ‘He is a prophet.’” (John 9:13-17 NIV)
3. Additional Witnesses:
“The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until
they sent for the man’s parents. ‘Is this your son?’ they asked. ‘Is this the
one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?’ ‘We know he is
our son,’ the parents answered, ‘and we know he was born blind. But how he
can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will
speak for himself.”’ (John 9:18-21)
4. Re-interrogation:
“A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. ‘Give glory to God’,
they said. ‘We know this man is a sinner.’ He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not,
I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!’ Then they asked
him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He answered, ‘I
have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?’ Then they hurled insults at him
(is this a case of Bad Cop-Bad Cop?) and said, ‘You are this fellow’s disciple! We
are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we

don’t even know where he comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Now that is
remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We
know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his
will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind.’” (John 9:2432)
Was this man a Credible Witness?
1.
2.
3.
4.

He
He
He
He

related a personal experience, not “hear-say”.
was able to articulate the facts clearly and understandably.
was consistent in his account. (See vs. 10-11 and 15)
was not intimidated by challenges to his testimony (vs. 27-34)

Acts 1:8 - Our Witness to the World:
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8 NIV)
In sharing your faith with others it is important that we be a credible witness to those
who we witness to. Someone said that people always accept the messenger before they
accept the message. Our life needs to reflect the fact that we believe what we testify to.
Sharing our personal experiences in our walk with Christ in a way that is clear and
understandable to the hearer is vital to their understanding it. Not being put-off or
intimidated by their reaction will underscore the solidness of our faith in Him.
Here are some tips on sharing your faith:

